
■ ”^ew people would undertake to move 

■ the furniture and personal effects of 
I SIX) batty families into one build- 
ing at the same time and put each apart- 
ment into impeccable conditioi) to receive 
guests within seventy-two Injurs. Yet a 
comparable job is faced practically every 
two weeks by the operators of the huge, 
handsome New York Coliseum, the lead- 
ing exposition center in the United States. 

1 ts nine acres of floor space house an aver- 
age of forty big shows every year, includ- 
ing the World Trade Fair each May, to 
which sixty countries sent exhibits in 1961. 
Since the Coliseum was opened five years 
ago. more than 16,000,000 visitors have 
passed through its turnstiles to gape at 
anything from flowers and scouting 
equipment to the latest in rockets or auto- 
mated kitchens. 

Space in the Coliseum is booked sol- 
idly a year in advance, usually for two- 
week cycles that begin on a Wednesday 
with the arrival of exhibits for a Saturday 
opening. A show runs nine days until the 
following Sunday, two days are allowed 
for dismantling, and then the process be- 
gins all over again. The rent for all four 
doors is $61,000 for the two weeks, but 
separate doors can be leased at rates 
ranging trom $10,000 to $23,000. The 
Coliseum can accommodate four shows 
«u once, each with its own ftiarcjuee, 
iobb>. elevators and catering service, 
Watching the installation of 3,000,000 
pounds of paraphernalia in the Coliseum 
is a fascinating study of controlled chaos. 
Parly Wednesday morning huge trailer 
trucks begin lining up on West 58th 
Street front Columbus Circle to the Hud- 
son River three quarters of a mile » 

At eight a.m. the thicks lumber^ 
building in a sequence 
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so the dirt was carried off in wheelbar- 
rows and cartons. We scraped up the last 
specks just as the crowd came in.” 

Because the Coliseum can become an 
arena of international complications sec- 
ond only to the UN, the State Depart- 
ment and i he building's operators have 
to be on the alert during shows attracting 
foreign countries, especially new iy created 
states quick to resent real or imagined 
affronts to their national pride. 

South Korea's delegation to the World 
Trade fair set a new record for high 
dudgeon in May when its Hag was flown 
upside down at the Coliseum. I he pre- 
vious year Tunisia's consul general no- 
ticed that his country's flag followed 
Turkey's although alphabetical order was 
supposed to govern the display. He stalked 
to the gallery sixty feet above the floor 
and pointedly cor rectal the mistake. 

Despite the sticky situations, the Col- 
iseum has promoted a significant increase 
in commercial and cultural relations, 
particularly with iron-curtain countries, 
since it was completed in 1956. Previ- 
ously the Russians had declined to dis- 
cuss a reciprocal program with us, be- 
cause exhibition facilities- in New- Y6rk 
were wholly inadequate for the big pub- 
licity impact they wanted. After the Coli- 
seum was available, the Soviet Union 
entered into negotiations for an exposi- 
tion in New York and an American fair 
in Moscow that ran concurrently during 
the summer of 1959. 

That breakthrough opened the doors 
to Poland. Czechoslovakia, Romania and 
Bulgaria. Political propaganda is barred 
from the shows, but displays of American. 
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Luden's Cough Drops g 
from coughs due to colds 
irritations, hoarseness dt 
(let Luden’s "fast relief’ 

Luden's aro medfcatoi 
flavored to taste goot 


DANCE 


Be More Popular! 


i 


Through fit’ ?t: .■ ••“.{M'r.t” eo. 
Artliot Mnt!ji> h, t irrh • !ed 
afrimpie iu nD i ■ ;■» 1 t) • i 
which enables m •■■■ to dame 
to new popular)!', quickly 
with only one b.u;c y'.cp to 
learn. Accept a *1.00 trtn 
lebson today at your near 
Arthur Murray biurilo, Yo>< 
get close per.to*,.. »«■■«'!< ■ 
because you) 1 •• at Arthur 
Murray Studi* s tHtbridn- 
«liy owned itud opcrv.tpii i,«- 
tier an Arthur .Vfurrny. Inc 
tranches? 


■I *s 


INCREASED l» 



Y OU run oarn ex ini c 
expanses }>y aril inf 
tiona Lo 7Vif Satur '.iv f. 
Ladies’ Hamr Joifnat. / 
Jack and J i7.\ ;uul <»• h»*r p 
azinrs. Kara geiuTttus t 
in your spun* time*. Wr'Uy 
L ; c x u; , without obligation. Writ 

ROQ07OO27OO'&j^ tis ci RCULAT lOf 

232 IrttltapflrtiltPtf Square, W *1 




